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INTRODUCTION 
 Correspondence, biographical and genealogical information, newspaper article 
transcriptions, and photographs relating to the life and work of Jacob I. Sheppard, a prominent 
attorney from Southeast Kansas and a member of the Socialist party.   
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 Donors of the Jacob I. Sheppard collection to the Leonard H. Axe Library at Pittsburg 
State University include Ms. Barbara McClenny (January 1999); Ms. Barbara Snyder (February 
1999); and Sandra and Cassandra Gaunt (November 18, 2000 and January 8, 2002). 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 Jacob I. Sheppard was born December 17, 1861 in Jackson County, West Virginia to 
Samuel and Mary J. Sheppard.  His family moved to Bourbon County, Kansas in 1870 and lived 
there until 1885 when they relocated to California without Jacob.  On July 4, 1885 Jacob married 
Ida Gifford.  Together, they had three children. Jacob began teaching in Bourbon County schools 
in 1884 and, after private study, he passed the bar exam in 1889.  Jacob opened his law office in 
Fort Scott, Kansas.  Sheppard often took part in the socialist movement by selecting socialist 
oriented cases including those against Fred Warren and Julius A. Wayland, the editor and 
publisher of the socialist newspaper Appeal to Reason, located in Girard, Kansas.  Despite being 
in poor health, Sheppard served as counsel for the Alexander Howat-led faction of the United 
Mine Workers Association against the Kansas Industrial Court.  Sheppard also helped to 
establish People’s College in Fort Scott to provide a law-oriented education to the public. Jacob 
excelled in his career as an attorney and eventually became a judge.  He remained in Fort Scott 
until his death in October of 1921. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 The Jacob I. Sheppard collection contains transcribed newspaper articles referring to 
Jacob I. Sheppard, including the cases he argued as an attorney and the peoples College in fort 
Scott.  The collection also contains personal correspondence, photographs, genealogical 
information, and a Bourbon County Kansas Bar Association memorial program dated November 
19, 1921.  Personal letters from Sam Mitchell document the Civil War activities of Jacob I. 





 The Biographical Series contains transcriptions of news articles, correspondence 
between members of the Sheppard family, photocopied pages of genealogical information from a 
family bible, recorded family stories, family photographs, genealogical information, an obituary, 










f. 1 Family Letters and Telegrams February 7, 1916 to December 1917 
f. 2  Family Bible Genealogical Information, DAR admission L. Winkler, Obituaries  
f. 3 Letters containing family stories from Sam Mitchell, 1976 - 77 
f. 4 Obituary/Notes from interview, Julie Sheppard Hughes, April 18, 1991. 
f. 5 Memorial Service for Jacob Sheppard, Bourbon County Bar Association, November 19, 
 1921 
f. 6 Transcripts of Fort Scott Tribune news articles, June 19, 1914 – May 27, 1922 
f. 7 Transcripts of Girard Daily Press news articles, July 6, 1911 – July 17, 1919.  Girard, 
 Crawford County Trial Docket April 1912, October 1912 
f. 8 Portraits of Jacob I. Sheppard 





Altgeld, John Peter (1847-1902) f. 6 
Amalgamated Associated Street and Electric Railway Employees of America f. 7 
Appeal to Reason f .7 
Banks, Lynn f. 6 
Bartholomew, Frank f. 7 
Bilello’s Addition, Arma, Kansas f. 7 
Boaz, V. T.  f. 7 
Bold, Herbert f. 7 
Bone, Harry S. f. 7 
Bourbon County Bar Association, Bourbon County, Kansas f. 5 
Bradshaw, Ellis f. 6 
Brown’s Forth Addition, Mulberry, Kansas f. 7 
Bryan, William Jennings (1860-1925) f. 3 
Caffaro, Edward f. 7 
Callery, Philip Henry (1880-1954) f. 6 
Cantrell, Jess f. 6 
Coe, Elmer f. 6 
Connolly, John L. f. 5 
Conrad, Paul f. 6 
Crider, John H. f. 5 
Curran, Andrew Judge (1865-1949) f. 5, 7 
Dawson, John S.  f. 7 
Debs, Eugene Victor (1855-1926) f. 7 
Edgecome, Sam f. 7 
 




Flint, Bud f.7 
Fort Scott Tribune, Fort Scott, Kansas  f. 6 
Fuller, Arthur f. 7 
Gaitskill, Benjamin S.  f. 5 
Gates, Edward C. f. 5 
Gaunt, Sandra Mari f. 8 
Gingles, Ray f. 7 
Girard Daily Press, Girard, Kansas  f. 7 
Granatello, Carl f. 6 
Greenwood, James f. 7 
Griffith, Glen f. 1 
Gustanus, C. E.  f. 7 
Granatello, Carl f. 6 
Hale, William f. 6 
Hall, Evelyn f. 6 
Hall, Martha E f. 7 
Hamlin, Frank f. 7 
Hargiss, Mrs. Mead f. 7 
Hazen, Joseph H. f. 7 
Hewett, Sheldon D. f. 7 
Higgins, Ann Oello Sheppard f. 8 
Higgins, Annie f. 1 
Higgins, Kassandra f. 8 
Hughes, Julie Sheppard f. 4 
Jefferson Highway f. 6 
Joplin and Pittsburg Electric Railway, Strike, 1911 f. 7 
Keller, Helen (1880-1968) f. 6 
Kent, Jesse f. 1 
Kidder, George f. 7 
Klock, Effie f. 1 
Knobe, Charles f. 6 
Leonard, Joe f. 7 
Linthicum, Dave  J. f. 7 
Louderback, C. F.  f. 6 
Love, Margaret f. 6 
Margiolla, George f. 7 
Martin, Oello f. 1 
McNaught, Frank J. f. 7 
Mervin, William f. 7 
Mitchell, John W. f. 2 
Mitchell, Bruce f. 7 
 




Mitchell, J. C. f. 1 
Mitchell, John f. 1 
Mitchell, Sam f. 1, 3 
Moberly, R. L.  f. 6 
Monahan, Billie f. 6 
Moore, James f. 1 
Moore, McCabe f. 7 
Morgan, R. C.  f. 7 
Morgan’s Raiders f. 3 
Morse, Charles f. 6 
Nelson, John f. 7 
Parks, Loverna Sheppard f. 1, 8 
People’s College, Ft. Scott, Kansas f. 6 
Price, James f. 7 
Quarles, Mabel f. 6 
Rice, Bell f. 1 
Rote, Will f. 7 
Sanders, Dave f. 7 
Sheppard, Jacob Ingraham (1861-1921) f. 1-8 
Sheppard, James B. f. 2 
Sheppard, James G. f. 6, 7 
Sheppard, Jessie Florence f. 2 
Sheppard, Julia Ida f. 1 
Sheppard, Kate f. 7 
Sheppard, Mary Jane Ingraham f. 1, 2, 8, 9 
Sheppard, Samuel Hamilton f. 2, 8 
Sheridan Coal Company f. 7 
Simpson, Fitzroy K. f. 6 
Smith, James A. f. 7 
Smith, Ora f. 6 
Steed, John S. f. 6 
Stires, Nora E. f. 1 
Stroud, Lloyd f. 1 
Thomas, Emmett L. f. 6 
Turkington, John  f. 7 
Walsh, Frank P. f. 8 
Wayland, Jon f. 7 
Wayland, Walter f. 7 
Weston, Robert f. 1 
Winkler, Luella f. 2 
Wiswell, Frank f. 6 
Woodruff, Herbert G. f. 6  
